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M. jor KENDRICK gave 0 


his Will to the town of Readin 1g, Three 


Gifts; one of 7,500l. one of gool. and 
the laſtof 250], in all, 8 250 l. 


Out of which = there w was hid ö out in 

Lands, at North-ſtreet, in the pariſh - 
Tilehurſt, and in a tenement in Minſter- 
Areet, —_ the ſum of . 


1 
Out of which lands his Siſter, ANN 
Nx WLAN p, during ber natural life, was 
paid the yearly ſum of 50l. which, after 
her deceaſe, was to be paid ta the poor of 
the three pariſhes of Reading fox ever. 


There was bought of Ax Tn ] 
| BLAGRAYE, elq; a Plot of Ground ad- 
joining to the ſaid tenement, which coſt 
321. and in building the New Part and 
altering the Old, to make it fit for Garry 
ing on the trade of N there Was 
laid out the ſum of 1,8461, - 2 


- There was — lad cont in She 
Stuff, 1221. and a ſmall purchaſe was 
made at Mattingley, towards the main- 
tenance of Morning Prayers at St. Mary x 
Church, of 51, per annum, which coſt 
150l. all which faid ſums come t 

4,0 gol. then the remainder was 36gol. 


which 


12 1 5 
which Laid ſum of 365ol. was by the | 
Mayor and Aldermen, lent to ſuch per- 
ſons as had the beſt 2 
and upon dender ſecurity. 8 


The people of the town being appre= 
henſive that there might be great loſſes 
accrue to chat charity, through negligence | 
and partiality, did petition the King in 
Council to direct them what courſe to 
take to preſerve that great charity. Upon 


which it was left to the Archbiſhop " 


Canterbury. to give his opinion in what | 
manner the ſaid charity ſhould be ap- 
' plied for the uſe and good of the poor of 
Reading; which was, that the money 
| ſhould. be ſecured by the purchaſe of h 
lands, and the profits and produce of the 
ſaid lands be employed in lending to young 
| tradeſinen that could give good ſec urity 
for the re-payment, in a limited time, 
without 


without intereſt; and to. bind out poor 
fatherleſs and motherleſs boys to handi- 
craft trades z and to give to poor maids 
that had lived with one maſter or dame a 
limited ti me, and behaved well in her 
plice, and had no friends able to give her 
any portion in marriage, the ſeveral ſums 
ſpecified in the decree, which are limited, 

and hot to exceed the ſums therein men- 


| tioned. This adjudication of the Arch- 


biſtiop was ſoon after exhibited into the 
Court of Exchequer ; and in Trin. Term. 
in the 14th of King Charles I. anno 
1639, a decree did paſs in that court, 
that the ſum of 3,6001. left, being part 


of the ſum of 7,500l. of Mr. JonunN 


Kenpzicx's firſt gift, ſhould be laid out 
in land, and the income and produce of 
the ſame, be employed to the uſes 
abovementioned. 


By 


[ 9 ] 

By virtue of the ſaid decree, ſoon after, 
there was bought with! part of the ee 
money, of RALPH Vernty, eſq; and 
Mary his wife, a Farm, at Greenmer- 
Hill, in Southſtoke and Goring; in the 
n of Oxford, which coſt 10 gol; l 


By virtis of the faid deter, ſoon after, - 
there was bou ght with a farther part of | 
the faid money, another Farm, called. 
Brazenhead ; or, Parr's Land; at Sulhams , 
ſtead Abbotts and Banniſters, which coſt: | 
8071: 118. 7d. bougbt of WIIII Ab. 
PARR and Son. 3 | 


And ſorhe time after, by v virtue of the 
ſald decree, with a farther part of the ſaid 
money, there was purchaſed, of Rio 
Knol Ts, eſq; certain lands, called by 
the name of the Crown Fields, in 
Reading, which coſt 1, 100l. 5 
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All which ſaid three purchaſes coſt 
29571. 118. 7d. ſo that there remains yet to 


be laid out in land according to the ſaid + 


decree, the fur of 6421. 8s. 5d. which is 
not to this day laid out in lands purſuant 
to the ſaid decree, nor applied to the 


purpoſes therein mentioned; but on the 


contrary, is wholly mifapplied to other 
uſes, ſome of which miſapplications are 
mentioned in an anſwer to a bill of com- 
plaint, brought by one Hun Owen 
againſt the Corporation, and others. There 
are in their own accounts, feveral large ſums 
of money expended,in endeavouring to 
ſtop the decree's paſſing; and when that 
could not be done, they applied all their 
power, and intereſt, to obtain an act of 
ordinance of the then parliament to ſet 
the decree aſide; all which endeavours, 
though attended with great expence, 


proved 


L 11 1. 
proved weck. the people n © 


grew very uneaſy, and threatened new 
troubles to the Corporation. They did 
then advance to eight perſons, the ſum of 
gol. each, in the year 1643, being part 
of the money ariſing from the rents 
and profits of the aid three eſtates 
bought purſuant to the lad decree and 
| part of the 64.21. 8s. 8d. not laid out ac- 
cording to the order of the ſaid decree at 
that time, or any time fince,, 


And though theſe cight ſeveral ſums of 
801. each, were lent out vpon ſecurity for 
ten years gratis, without intereſt, and at 
the end of that time, to be lent, to other 
perſons for the like time, and ſo to con- 
tinue from ten years to ten years for ever; 
yet, by the accounts of the ſaid charity, 
the money has not been recoyered back 


3 and 


12 1 


and lent again in twenty years, and ſome 


a much longer time, and ſome of them 
quite loſt; and it hath been a cuſtom of 
late days for ſome of the' Aldermen them- 
ſelves (though to their diſhonour)'to make 
uſe of the ſame, ſome without giving any 
ſceurity, and others upon very ſlender ones, 
This branch of Mr.-Kenprick's charity 
is ſo much diminiſhed, - that one half, if 


not more, of the ſaid eight ſums of $0l. 


are ſunk and loſt} to the great loſs of the 
trading people of Reading. 


LY Df 2 
Mr. KENDRICx's ſecond gift to the 
trading people of Reading, was 5 ol. to 
be lent upon ſecurity, free of intereſt, for a 
ſtated time, and then to be lent to others, 
and to be kept for that uſe for ever; ; 


which faid ſam of cool. was at the time 


of the decree well applied, by which 


means 


4-007 

means it was, according to the Donor's 
will, lent to ten men, pol. each, from three 
years to three years, gratis, and fo con- 
tinued for ſeveral years, ſo that there was 
no occafionfor altering the fame. | But i in 
the years 1657 and 1658, the ald ſum of 
f 50ol. was called in, and not lent again for 
bf everal years after, till one Moss Wir- 
14 8, A ; public-ſpirited honeſt man, made 
ſome advances towards a com miſfion of 
charitable uſes: : ' then it was re eplaced, 

though not applied as it uſed to be in ol. 

but in any ſums they pleaſed, and they 
altered the uſual time of payment to their 
own pleafure ; fo that in Proceſs of time 
it came into the hands of only one man, 
Mr. Joszen, or Jonn W166, where it 
reſted till his death, and then v was paid i into 
the hands of an Alderman, as appears by 
his accounts when Chamberlain of the 


Hall 


( 74 3 
Hall Revenues, where it did not belong, 
jt being a charitable uſe, 


The money continued in his hands ſe- 
veral years without any ſecurity given, or 
any call from the Corporation, to ſend the 
ſame to the yſes it was given for, till about 
year 1719: at which time an honeſt man, 
Mr. Joun BLISSET, who employed the 
moſt poor people in the cloathing trade, did 


| apply for this 5ool. or a part of the ſame, 


upon good ſecurity, and after much ſoli- 
citation, and paying a premium (as I have 


been informed) he had the favour of 200]. 


part of the ſaid 5ool. lent him, which he 
employed in ſetting the poor to work; 
and when he died, the faid 200], was paid 
in 2 punctually. Some time after, one 

r. Jacog Grovrk, an inhabitant of 
e pretending to employ the 


poor 


E 8 
poor of Reading, had a grant bf the ſaid 
2001. and the beſt. part of the working 
rooms in the houſes called the Oracle, 
though but little buſineſs was done there; 
and 1 have been informed that the 2001 
is now in the hands of one GLovER, who 
lives in Reading ; but how this money is 
employed I cannot tell. The other $001. 
being the remainder of the faid 5ool. may 
be worth enquiring after, and to have it 
employed as it ought to be, according to 
the donor's wilb and intention | 


Mr. Jom KEUDIICR“s third and laſt 
gift to Reading was 250 towards pur- 
chaſing lands for the ſupport of the morn- 
ing prayers-at St. Mary's Church; which 
ſaid 25ol. was received, and 1 gol. laid 
out at: Mattingley for tlie purchaſe of dl. 

per annum. towards the uſes above men- | 


_ tioned; 


( 16 J 
tioried ; the other gl. per annini be- 
ing provided for by the produce of the 
farm in North-ſtreet, fo that there is 
100l, of this gift left in the ſtock of the 
Corporation which ought to be accounted 
for. | 


But before 1 proteed to give you an 
account of what is due to this noble cha- 
rity (the gifts of one ſingle gentleman, 
Mr. Joan KznpRick) to the town of 
Reading, it may be of ſome uſe to inform 
you of the reſult and determination of the 
fitſt gift of 7,5o0ol. After the purchaſe 
and the building of the workhouſe, 
and furniſhing the ſame fit for the uſes in- 
tended by the donor; there was, as hath 
been ſaid before, the ſum of g, 600l. left, 
which was decreed to be laid out in lands 
for the uſes be forementioned. Let us ſes 


then 


* Þ 
then bow far the ſaid dectee hath been 
fulfilled; and what money is left of the. 
ſaid 36 ol. not laid out or diſpoſed of a> 


was directed; what the money already 
laid out doth produce, and what the whole 


would do if i it had been laid out at the time 


. * * 


it was decreed ; and how far the Corpora- 
tion hath fulfilled the ſaid appointed. chari- 
ties; and likewiſe the ſtate and ruinous 
condition of the workhouſe, that colt i in 
the purchaſe and building L 8400. and how 
it isat this time employed; and what it. is 
| capable of being made made uſe of for 
the "advantage of the poor oa Reading, | 


As to the firſt purchaſe at Otechmer- 
Hill, it coſt, with all the charges included, 
the ſam of 10 Sol as aboveſaid, and is lett 
at 40l. per annum, though worth more 
than 50l. per annum, beſides fines, Where- 


of 2 have been three taken of 20l. 
„C ne eh 
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each, beſides timber ſold, neither of which 


hath been brought to account. The farm 


conſiſts of upwards of one hundred and 
nine acres of land, viz. 


The orchard and plot at the houſe 
The Upper Pidddle = 


1 


The Grove Cloſe 
The Houſe Cloſe Wer Om 
The Chalk Cloſe - = 
Little Wigmore F jeld - 
Great Wigmore Field - 
The Acre Cloſe, and Lane 
The North Piddle 
The South Piddle, all arable, near 
the houſe — - 
The Wheat Lambals - — 
The Barley Lambalss 
Tue Little Meadow at ſome 
diſtance — - . 
Wood Lands, the Grove Coppice 
en ̃ - 


Ditto, the Great Coppice - 
Ditto, the Riddle Shaws 


Ac. Rd. Pch, 


O Ww 


L 19 ] | 
'Ditto, the Middle Shaws r „ 
Ditto, the Acre Coppice . 
Ditto, Lambal Coppice, well | 


grown, fit to cut - 12 0 45 
Ditto, South Mead Coppice, all 
large meadow - „ 
10% 3 44 


a large capital houſe, barns, ſtables, kilo, 
&c. upon the premiſes. 


The land is, in all, one hundred and 
nine acres, three roods and twenty-four 
perches, and is lett at 4ol. which is not 
quite ſeven ſhillings and ſixpence per 
acre ; and, if Jett at gol. per annum, is 
near nine ſhillings and three-pence per 
acre. But to put the matter beyond diſ- 
pute, as to the value, hear what F ARMER 
SMITH, a neighbour, offered for the farm, 
Fol. per annum, and to take a leaſe for 
twenty-one years, and give ſecurity for 
the rent; but he would grub up ſeven- 
teen acres of the wood-land, or coppice- 


ground, 


[ 20 +] 


ground, and would. have all the under- 


wood during his leaſe, except the laſt 
ſeven years; and he would fell or cut 
two acres in a. year; and likewiſe he 
would reſerve ten acres continually for 
paſtere ; and the laſt year of his leaſe he 
would leave twenty acres to ſow, and give 


leave to the next- tenant to plough and 


foil it, and to ſummer fallow ; and he 
would fpend and leave all the ſtraw and 
hay growing upon the ground at the end 
of his leaſe. Why this offer was not ac- 
cepted, I cannot imagine; for I never 
heard that the Corporation had any right 
to the underwood, or that the tenant was 
reſtrained from the cutting it for his own 
uſe ; but it is certain here is 101. per an- 
num loſs to the poor of Reading: whe- 
ther it was by taking a large fine at that 


time, or other mal practices, I will not 


determine, but leave it to time to diſcover. 
The 


4) 

The Corporation hath, been in paſſeſ- 
ſion and received the rents of this: farm, 5 
one hundred and ten years, and have not. 
applied One SHILLING to the uſes of the 
decree, either out of the rent of 40l. a 
year, or out of the three fines of twenty 
guineas each, or out of the money taken 
for timber ſold there, but have converted 


the ſame to other uſes. dar 38 
3 i 


| So that this farm is in debt to the cha- 
rity for rent, 


| 13 a 61-755 3 d. 
At 4o0l. per annum, one hundred 
and ten years - 4400 0 © 
And for the three fines paid by 
dhe W,, 5 63 oO Oo 


* * 


4 
52 4463 0 0. 
The profits of timber uncertain, 


there being but 241. men- 
tioned, — - 


4e d . 
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The ſecond purchaſe, with another part 
of the ſaid 3,600]. was a Farm called 
Brazenhead Farm, at Sulhamſtead Abbotts 
and Banniſters, and which was bought 
of one Parr, and coſt 8071. 11s. 7d. and 
was lett to Mr. Power and Mr. WII DER, 


for 43l. per annum; the rent hath been 
well paid for one hundred and ten years 
paſt, and no part of the ſame applied ac- 
cording to the decree, but to other uſes ; 


and is debtor to the charity for 4.31. per 
annum, for one hundred and ten years, 
as the other farm, which comes to 


4.739 


The third purchaſe, made with a fur- 
ther part of the ſaid ſum of 3,600l. was 
of lands bought of Ricuarp KnoLLYs, 
eſq; containing more than ſeventy-two 
acres, ſituate in Reading, called by the 
name of Crown Fields, now moſtly garden 


ground ; 


1 : 
ground ; which lands coſt 1 100l, and | 


were lett from that time to the year 1722, 
at the rent of Sol. which was ſeventy- 
nine years, and comes to 6, 3201. and from 
the year 1722 to this time, which is - 
twenty-ſeven years, the rent was advanced 
to 1071. 10s, which comes to 29021. 108. 
which, being added to the ſum of 6320l. 
amounts in all to 92221. 10s. Now as 
it is matter of fact, that the 3,6001. 
part of Mr. Joan Kenpaicx's Gift of 
7, 500l. (being his firſt gift to the town of 
Reading) unlaid out, was ordered to be 
laid out to purchaſe lands, and the profits 
and produce of the ſaid lands to be ap- 
plied to ſeveral charitable uſes, let us ſee 
how much of the faid money hath been 
diſpoſed of, and what is yet left of the 
ſaid ſum of 3,6001, over and above the 
chree purchaſes, * 


 Greenmer 


1 24 
. 27 4. 


" Gremmer Hill Farm coſt, with 
All charges, 8 - 10% o © 
Brazenhead Farm, of Parr's 

Land, coſt 8 
Crown Fields, in Reading, coſt 1100 © © 


— 


— 


| 2057 11 7 
Ss that- there remains to- make — 21 


ap the ſaid ſu m, 642 8 5 


9 - 


555 3600 0 0 
The produce of the ſaid three parcels of 
land purchaſed' with the 29 571. 118. 7d. 
part of the 36 ol, ſee as follows, viz. 
Toa 8 "SD Lo , 4, 

From Greenmer Hill Farm, at Lil 
Aol. per ann. for 110 years 4400 0 0 
For three fines, 211. eacck 63. 0 90 

| Received for one fel! of timber | = 


* mentioned „n 


— 


14487 0 0 


— 


One 


A 


I "Bs F 
| Brought oa. 2: . 0 
Que large fall not mentioned, | 
' bent to Streatley + * 


* * ' * - 
* \ 1 * o : k : # ©% 4- 
a F # 


. Parr's Land producsd, - at 41]. . 
| per annum . - 4736 8 
Tue Crown Fields, for 79 years, 5 
24 ̃ 8cl. per anfium n 630 0 5 
Fon ditto, 27 years, at 1071. 108. 234" $4 wi 458; 
err; Fh, 15 1 B10, en 


# . 
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__ 
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een. tiz 2 4. 18,43 FL 's 2972 
As to the fum of 642ʃ. 88. 54. being 
part of the 3600l. and not laid out pur- 
fuant to ne 1 if the fame bad bee 
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* Law 36, the then tenant-at Greenmer Hil, fays, that 
1 Ang RY and Mr. Wis, about the year 1720, * 
a large fall of timber, which was ſent to Streatley”; ; and 
the tenant accounted With them for the 1 and bark ; 
and there was no order for the cutting. D 


— 
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* 
y 
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done at that time, it might have then 
purchaſed lands to the value of about 
241. per annum, which would have made 
the anmial eſtate 2141. beſides the intereſt 
of rent for 1 10 years, which would have 
amounted to the ſum of 10771. this to be 
added to the ſum of 18,439]. 108. would 
have beer 19,6161. 10s. out of which de- 
duct 640. lent to eight perſons, mentioned 
before, and there remains 18,9761. 10s. 


And now, having mentioned nothing 
but real matters of fact, it may be need- 
ful and convenient to enquire whether 
there hath been a due regard paid to chat 
juſt decree, paſſed for the ſervice of the 
poor people of Reading, as there ought | 
to have been, and what ſums of money 
have been given and lent to the uſes of 
the ſaid decree.. 


Firſt, 


127 4 | 

Firſt, there were eight tradeſmen, not 
young, in Reading, that had 8ol. each 
lent them, for three years, gratis, without 
intereſt, upon their givin 8 ſecurity for the 
repayment of the ſame, at the end of the 
faid three years, in ord that it ſhould be 
lent to other men for the fame time, 
which came to the ſum of 640]. 


I never could fins any regular account 
in any minutes or book of accounts that 


ever came to my ſight, who had the ficit 


* 


loan, beſides Joun Feiiows and one 


How, in the year 1640 and 1641, or 


how often the faid ſeveral ſams were 
changed; but I find a manuſcript account 


that I tranſcribed, which was a liſt wrote 


by Mr. RIchARD Grove, Town Clerk, 


dated 1669, and ſigned by himſelf, being 


the particulars of the writings under his 


care, the ſame being in the hands of 
Jonx 
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Jonn DALBY, elq; the late Steward, and 
delivered into the hands (with other writr 
ings) of RICHARD PorTTINGER, eſq; the 
ſucceeding Steward, in which account 
there are the. names of eight perſons, and 
their bonds for the repayments of their 
reſpective ſams due, ſome. in 1671, 1672, 
167 5, and 1676. Their names were 
Jonnx Wir rx, a bonds; Joux 
Exkixs, three bonds; Jonx Skkrxs, 
three bonds; RIcHARD DANIELS, three 
bonds; Jon KENTOxs, three bonds ; 
Joux Fer Lows, jun. three bonds; Wil- 
LIAN Groves, three bonds; and ADAM 
SMITH, three W 1 for 80l. each. 


Tis, to be hr: that tice of theſe 
gentlemen were in the government at that 
time; and there hath been fo little care 
taken in the handling the ſaid 6401. from 
one to another, that at this time it will be 


a hard 


L #9 0 | 
a hard matter to find above three or four 
at the moſt; two of which ſums were 
laſt in the hands of two Aldermn, one 
of whom had it many years withoutany 
ſecurity,” but the other gave one; they 


are both paid in, and, it is ſuppoſed, are 


lent out again therefore this part of the : 


ſaid charity. hath not anſwered the pur- 
poſe it was piouſly" deſigned for; belides 

the better half part of the ſaid 64l. loſt 
and ſunk paſt recovery. 80 that g20l. 
out of 6401. is gone; either by negligence 
or miſapplication of the Managers of che 
faid Charity; and, in my own thoughts, 
the lending of money to a charitable uſe 
is attended with many hazards and loſſes; 


and if the money had been given i in leſſer 


ſums to induſtrious poor families, once in 
a year, it might be a means of keeping 


them off the pariſh books, and make 


154 * 
them live comfortably. ES 
Now 
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Now let us ſee how the two other 
branches of the ſaid decree have been per · 
formed by the Corporation, in binding out 
poor fatherleſs and motherleſs boys appren· 


tices to handicraft trades, and giving of poor 
honeſt and induſtrious maidens, who have 


lived the longeſt time with one maſter - 


or dame, and behaved well, and have no 
friends that are able to ſettle them in a 
marriage ſtate, a competent ſum of mo- 
ney, as a portion to advance them in mar- 
— pare: of the 
ſaid deeree. 


I am very ſorry ta ſpeak in the affirma- 
tive, that theſe two articles of charity laſt 
mentioned, have through miſapplication 
and miſmanagement, been more abuſed 


than the former; for I neyer could hear 
or find by any accounts of Mr. Kzn- 
PRICK's charity, that ever there was one 

ſhilling 


| = 

| Willing diſburſed out of the eſtates bought 
with his money, or the produce of the 
rents of the ſame, for more than one hun- 
dred and ten years; and the large ſum of 
18,9761. that hath been received ſtom 
the Game, hath been laid out upon 
neither of theſe two laſt branches of cha- 
rity, to the great hurt of the poor of 
| Reading, in wronging them of their right, 
as well as diſcouraging good people from 
contributing t to works of the ſame 0 


I muſt not let the e 5 wet 


was intended ſor the good of Reading, 
and coſt in the purchaſe and building the 
ſam of 18461. out of the abovementioned 


firſt gift, and was well contrived and con- 


venient for the uſe it was deſigned for, 

while the: clothing trade was uſed in the 

town, and the buildings kept in repair; F 
os but 
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LET 
but now it is gone much out of repair; 
and, in a very ruinous condition, and not 
employed as it ought to be; the largeſt 
and beſt. part of the building is converted 
to the uſe of two or three. of the 
preſent Aldermen for ſtorehouſes, and 
workſhops. for ſtrangers, contrary to the 
donor's will and intention, not any way 
high to the town, wy gonertl, . 7 5 


1132 


But at the eme *viten th e decree was 
made, which did alter the nature of Mr. 
Joux KEN DRICE's charity in ſome par- 


| ticulars; the ſaid houſe might have been 


converted to ſeveral uſeful purpoſes, highly 


to the advantage of the poor of the ſaid 
town of Reading: as firſt, part of the 
fame would have ſerved for the charity 
ſchool, with conveniences for the maſter 
and charity- children of Mr. AL DWwokTRH, 
SIX TnonAs Ricn, Mr. Marr nus, &o. 
without 
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without hiring, altering, repairing, ot 


building one for that purpoſe, There was 
alſo room, beſides the ſchools, for Mr, 
WILLIAM KENDRICK (brother to the 
great benefaCtor) his alms-people, and 
likewiſe room for BERNARD HaRxSoN 
and Mr. Joux WeBs's alms- people, 
whoſe houſes are ſo meanly built, and in 
| ſuch decay, that they cannot ſtand long 
without new building, though the charity 
is given for ever: or it might have been 
made a college or hoſpital for the cure and 
maintenance of poor decayed houſekeepers ; 
of the three pariſhes, that had paid to the 
poor, or put to any other uſe that might be 

truly advantageous to the poor of Reading. 


| Having now given you a ſhott account 
of the firſt gift of this generous gentleman, 


it may not be amiſs to inform you of his 
R ſecond 


FF © I 
ſecond and third gifts, to know how they 
ſtand, | 


His ſecond gift was, as is faid be- 
fore, gool. to be lent gratis, after his 
firſt nomination, to ten trading men, from 
three years to three years for ever, they 
giving ſecurity for the payment of the gol. 
each; but for want of due care, both the 
time and conditions were altered and 
changed; ſo that the whole cool. was got 
in one hand, contrary to the Donor's will 
and intention: how long it had reſted, I 
cannot tell ; but this I am certain of, that 
the gool. was paid into the hands of a 
certain Alderman, I-think about the year 
1718 or 1719, he having in one of his 
Chamberlain's accounts, acknowledged 
the ſame. 200l. part of the ſaid gool. 
hath been lent out ſince, and as for the 
Zool. it may be worth while to enquire 
95 after 
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after it, when there is a proper authority 


granted to do the ſame. 


As to the third. and laſt gift of Mr. 
Joun KeNnDRICK, it was 250l. which 
was to purchaſe lands for the ſupport of 
Morning Prayers at St. Mary's Church in 
Reading ; but as the farm in North · ſtreet 
did produce gl. per annum more than 
was charged upon it, ſo there was but 
1 gol. laid out at Mattingly, for the pur- 
chaſe of 51, per annum, to be added to the 
other beforementioned. As for the other 
odd 100]. the Corporation did lock it up 
in their cheſt, which I hope will be paid 
with intereſt, with all other arrears juſtly 
que to the ſaid charity, at a proper time. 


There is one thing more very remarka- 
ble in this charity, that 1 never could find 
in any book of accounts in the Town Hall, 


E 2 which 
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which I found in an old bill of Chan- 
| cery, and its anſwer relating to Mr. Ken+ 
pkick's gift, given me by a gentlemen 
of Reading, whoſe father was one of the 
Corporation, in OLIVER CROMWELL'S 
time, when the complaint was made and 
the anſwer given, in which one WIL DER 
and CoApE were ſworn to the ſtate of the 
charity, whereby they confirm that all the 
money was laid out in lands, and among 
the reſt of the purchaſes, they ſwore that 
with part of Mr. KEN DRICk 's money, 
they bought the fee farm or quit- rents; 
and to the beſt of my memory, the ſum 
was 220l. the ſaid bill, being at this time 
out of my hands; and if ſo, the farther 
ſum of 220l. muſt be due to this charity, 
or the fee- farms themſelves: and it ſa- 
vours very much that there were fictitious 
accounts, kept at the time to conceal part 
of 


( 39 7} 
of the ſaid charity, that account not being 
inſerted among any other accounts. 


Now having given you a ſhort account 
of this one charity, I muſt tell you, that 
there is a bill preferred in the Court of 
Exchequer againſt the Corporation, to 
ſhew cauſe why they do not lay out, the 
remainder of the Gaid 3600l. in lands pur- 
ſuant to the former decree; and likewiſe 
to account for the profits of 6421. 88. 5d. 
which then ought to have been laid out, 
and joined to the other, and employed for | 
the benefit of the poor of the Borough of 
Readiny g, and not otherways. And, not- 
withſtanding their declaration, that they 
will make the proſecutor weary,c of the ſuit, 
by giving it all the. delay, and putting big 
to all the expences poſſible, and by caſt- 
ing ſeveral falſe and ſcandalous aſperſions 
upon bis integrity (of which he defics 
them 


of 
them to make the leaſt tittle appear) yet I 
ſay they may be aſſured, that they will 
be obliged, and muſt put jn their anſwer 
to the ſaid bill, and abide by the juſt de- 
termination of ſuch judges as will do right 
to the poor, and diſcqunenance oppreſſion. 


And if one ſingle gentleman's charity 
hath been ſubject to abuſes, of breach of 
truſt, of negligence, of re 
of not employing, of defrauding, and of 
miſconverting, what may be thought of 
Foriy-tbree other pious gifts to the poor 
of Reading, (moſt of which are miſap- 
plicd) when they come to be laid open, 
and the ſeveral abuſes upon the inhabi- 
tants of the town, when the Exchequer 
Decree of the Toll of the Market, and 
ſome antient deeds come to be expoſed to 
the view of the town and country, which 


will be done in a ſhort time, after ſome 
matters 


. 
matters are finiſhed, which were cha- 
ritably begun, and ſtill continue to go on, 
there being ſufficient materials and proper 
evidences for ſuch an enquiry already by 
drawn up; but this muſt be deferred to 
a proper time, In the mean while I 
hope no Gentlemen in the Adminiſtration 
who are not criminal, will take this en- 
quiry amiſs ; ſince it was by charter in 
former times, part of the Mayor's Oath, 
and is part of it to all ſucceeding Mayors, 
4 You ſhall carefully endeavour, the pro- 
<« fits and government of this borough, 
« and as far as in you lieth, take care the 
* ſtate ſtock and bequeſts of benefactors 
“e to this borough be maintained, pre- 
« ſerved and Baa as 00: ou ght 
< to be, &c. &c.”. 
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To a PROPRIETOR of a FISHERY 


In the RIVER THAMEsS. 


